PLAGUE IN INDIA                                              461

2.  When once plague has spread in a village, it is never totally eradi-
cated.

3.  Persons observing the rules of hygiene are less susceptible to the
plague.

4.  Those who leave an infected village are saved.

5.  The whites are not as susceptible to the plague as Indians.

6.  The whites live more cleanly and observe the rules of health.

7.  Wherever plague  breaks out  outside  India,  it   is  immediately
eradicated.

We can see from this that plague has not much to do with starvation.

Doubtless the main thing to do in the case of plague is to observe
cleanliness. Cleanliness does not mean merely bathing and washing. It is
well to maintain personal cleanliness. But in addition to it, the house
also should be kept clean; sufficient light and sunshine should be let into
it; latrines should be kept clean; and in a house which is affected,
things should be so arranged that the things used for the patient are not
used by others. How to deal with plague is a wide subject, and we
cannot say much about it here. However, our readers should remember
that there is no other disease so deadly as the plague. Cholera has always
been considered a deadly disease, but it is nothing as compared to
plague. Moreover, plague is increasing daily in India and not on the
decline. For, whereas there were 2,72,000 deaths in 1901, there were
5,00,000 in 1902 and 8,00,000 in 1903; and this year the attack has been
so virulent that the number might easily shoot up to a million. The average
number of deaths per month this year comes to about 1,20,000*. If mor-
tality continues at this rate and goes on increasing from year to year, it
will be little wonder if the whole of India becomes depopulated within 15
years. Several villages have already been laid waste. At many places
in the Punjab, public works have come to a stop. Men who have
survived the plague have deserted the villages. This should set every
Indian thinking. Every Indian should search his heart and realise what
his duty is.

[From Gujarati]
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1 The figure 12,000 in the original is evidently a slip.